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Christmas at Cotteridge: Celebrating Together, Learning Together 
 

As we approach the festive season, I wanted to share with you how Christmas connects beautifully with our everyday life 
at Cotteridge Primary School, enriching both our curriculum and our school community. 
 
The Christmas story is one of hope, kindness, and community – values that sit at the heart of everything we do at 
Cotteridge. When we explore the nativity narrative with our children, we're not just learning about a historical event; 
we're discovering timeless lessons about: 
 
Compassion and care – Mary and Joseph's journey reminds us to look after one another, particularly those who may 
need extra support 
 
Generosity and giving – The gifts of the Magi teach us that giving isn't about the size of the gift, but the thought and love 
behind it 
 
Community and belonging – The shepherds and angels coming together reflects how our school family comes together 
to support each child 

Throughout December, you'll see Christmas woven thoughtfully into our learning: 
In Literacy, children may be exploring Christmas stories and poetry, developing their reading comprehension and 
creative writing skills while engaging with festive themes that capture their imagination. 
In Art and DT, our pupils are creating Christmas cards, decorations, and gifts, developing their fine motor skills and 
creativity whilst thinking about others. 
In Music, we're learning carols and festive songs that help develop rhythm, pitch, and performance confidence – skills 
that will culminate in our Christmas performances. 
In PSHE and our relationships education, we're discussing themes of kindness, friendship, and thinking of others – the 
Christmas story provides a perfect springboard for conversations about how we treat one  another with respect and 
care. 
 
At Cotteridge, we celebrate Christmas in a way that is inclusive and welcoming to all families, whatever your beliefs or 
background. We recognise that our school community is wonderfully diverse, and we want every child to feel they 
belong during this special time. 
 
Our Christmas celebrations include: 

• Class parties where children can enjoy time with friends 

• Christmas performances where every child has a moment to shine 

• Festive crafts and activities that develop creativity and collaboration 

• Opportunities to think about those less fortunate and how we can help our local community 
 
The true spirit of Christmas – of kindness, generosity, hope, and community – isn't just for December. These are the 
values we nurture in our children every day at Cotteridge: 
Kindness in how we speak to and treat one another, generosity in sharing, helping, and supporting our friends, hope in 
believing we can all achieve and grow and community in working together and celebrating each other's successes. 
 

As we move through this festive season, I encourage you to talk 
with your children about what Christmas means to your family. 
Whether you celebrate the religious aspects, enjoy the cultural 
traditions, or simply appreciate the opportunity to spend time 
together, these conversations help children understand and 
respect the diverse world around them. 
   
Thank you for your continued support of our school community. I 

wish you all a wonderful festive season filled with joy, laughter, 

and precious moments with your loved ones.   

  

Jason Willetts 





Dates For 

Your Diary 

 

November 

Thurs 27th - Yr1 Learning Share 2:30pm 

 

December 

Monday 1st - Teacher Training Day - school closed to all children 

Fri 5th - PTA Christmas Fayre 

Weds 10th - Christmas Dinner Day! 

Fri 12th - EYFS Christmas concert 9:30am and 2:15pm 

Tues 16th - KS2 Christmas concert 9:30am and 2:15pm 

Weds 17th - KS1 Christmas concert 9:30am and 2:15pm 

Fri 19th - Christmas carols around tree 2:00pm and last day  

Christmas Holidays!!! 

Children and staff return to school on                                             

Monday 5th January 2026 

January 2026 

Mon 5th - All children return to school 

Mon 12th - Yr6 parents’ SATs meeting  

Fri 16th - Yr2 Florence Nightingale visit - in school 

Thurs 22nd - Nursery storyteller visit - in school 



Monday 1st 

December is a 

Teacher Training 

Day, so school 

will be closed to 

all children! 



A Greener Way To Share 
Christmas Cheer! 

Instead of sending lots of Christmas cards to friends and teachers this year, let’s 
try something fun and eco-friendly! 

Here’s the idea: 
Make ONE big, bright A4 Christmas message at home. Decorate it with 
drawings, glitter, stickers – anything festive! Then we can pop it on our 
conservatory windows so everyone can enjoy your masterpiece. 

Why do this? 

• Help the planet – fewer cards = less paper waste! 
• Save money – no need to buy lots of cards. 
• Show your creativity – make it colourful and unique! 
 

Want to share your message at school? 
Bring your A4 design to your class teacher from Tuesday 2nd December. We’ll 
display them so everyone can feel the Christmas cheer! 

 

 

If you’d like, you can put the 
money you save towards our 
collection to help send Bella 
Sowe to school in The Gambia, 
or donate to another charity you 
love. 

Let’s make this Christmas kind, 
creative, and green!  

 



Congratulations 

And Thank You! 
 

Cake Sale for Bella Sow, the child 

we are supporting in The Gambia 

raised almost £140.  

 

Well done to Maggie, Anya and 

Maria in Year 5 for baking and 

selling the cakes.  



Attendance Matters 
         Friday 7th to Thursday 20th November 2025 

Turtles 80.3 

Dolphins 95.2 

1BD 90.8 

1BH 94.1 

2N 91.2 

2W 97.1 

3B 95.7 

3T 93.5 

4A 89.0 

4D 92.6 

5N 96.3 

5A 98.3 

6S 98.9 

6A 94.6 

Whole School this 

fortnight  : 93.3% 

TARGET : 96% 



Christmas Performance 

Ticket Sales Update 

 

Performance times: 

 EYFS (Nursery and Reception) Friday 12th December 

9:30am and 2:15pm 

 

 KS1 (Years 1 and 2) Wednesday 17th December 9:30am and 

2:15pm 

 

 KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) Tuesday 16th December 9:30am 

and 2:15pm 

 

We still have a good number of tickets available for 

the EYFS and KS1 performances, however, we now 

have very limited tickets for the KS2 performances, 

particularly the afternoon one. If you haven’t already 

purchased tickets, please could you do so by Friday 

28th November as they will be going out for general 

sale from then.  



Christmas Dinner Day! 
 

 

 

We know it seems too early to start discussing Christmas, but our 

school kitchen are already beginning their preparations for             

Christmas Dinner Day - Wednesday 10th December! 

 

Being as it is not an ordinary dinner, it takes a lot of ordering and 

preparing for them. They have to order the Turkey and all of the 

trimmings by Friday 28th November. 

 

Therefore, it is VERY important that they know the final numbers of 

who wants a Christmas dinner by Thursday 27th November to insure 

they have enough for everyone. 

 

IF YOUR CHILD WOULD LIKE A CHRISTMAS DINNER, PLEASE 

BOOK THIS ON SCHOOLMONEY/TEACHERS2PARENTS NO 

LATER THAN THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER, EVEN IF THEY ARE 

ENTITLED TO FREE SCHOOL MEALS.  

 

Instructions of how to do this are on the next page… 



Booking Your Child’s 

Christmas Dinner 
 

Log  in to SchoolMoney/Teachers2Parents and select a dinner for Wednesday 10th 

December. It will not say "Christmas dinner", it will just say "School dinner", however, if 

you book a dinner for that date; we will know this means your child will want a Christmas 

dinner. Proceed to the checkout to pay for this dinner. Once paid for, it is booked! 

 

If your child is entitled to free school meals, you will still need to book a 

dinner for this day. You will not be charged (your basket will say £0.00), but 

you must go through the whole checkout process for your booking to be 

processed. 

 

There is no need to choose your child's meal options beforehand, your child will choose 

this when they go to collect their food on the day. As soon as Coombs have sent the menu 

to us, we will forward this on. 

 

If you have not booked a dinner by 27th November, please provide your child with a 

packed lunch on Wednesday 10th December as there will be no other meal options on 

this day. 

 

If you have forgotten your SchoolMoney/Teachers2Parents login information please 

contact the school office who can issue a password reset, or you can do this yourself by 

going to the login page and selecting the option for 'forgotten my password'. 

 

Remember: when it asks for your telephone number and email address, you must use 

the primary telephone number and email address you have given to school otherwise it 

will not allow you to log in. When entering your child's first name, sometimes it requires 

the first name to be in CAPITAL LETTERS, depending on which device you are using. 



Socks And Pants 

Donations 
 

 

We are running very low on spare socks and 

pants for the children. If anyone has any that 

they are willing to donate to the school, 

please bring them to the school office. We 

will be very grateful! 

 



Somebody 

Different 

Collecting Your 

Child? 
 

If someone different is collecting your child i.e. 

grandparent, aunty, uncle, another child’s parent, etc., it 

is really important that you contact the office to make us 

aware before 3pm. If teachers have not had a message, 

they will not let your child go with the person. We have 

had a couple of awkward moments recently where we 

have had to refuse handing a child over to someone 

purporting to be collecting because we had not had a 

message from the parent. 

 

If you know that someone else will be collecting your 

child on a regular basis, we have a form in the office that 

you can complete that will negate the need to call us 

every time.  



Medicines In 

School 
 

Please could we remind parents/carers that we will 

only administer medicine in school if it has been 

prescribed by a medical professional to be taken 

four times per day. Any less than this and the doses 

can be given outside of school i.e. before school, 

after school and then before bed.  

 

Please make sure the prescription label is present 

on the bottle/box. This is also the case for inhalers. 

 

ALL medication, including inhalers must be brought 

to the school office where a form must also be 

signed by a parent/carer. Children MUST NOT bring 

medication to school in their bags or pockets. 



Late Arrivals / Early Collections 

 

 

If your child arrives late to school (after the gates 

have closed) you MUST sign them in at the office 

even if a Teacher has collected them from you on the 

playground and taken them in. This is because they 

may have missed their morning mark on the register 

and if there was to be a fire, we would not have a 

record that your child is on school site. If you have 

more than one child, please remember to sign them 

all in. The same message applies if you need to 

collect them early. 



Winter PE Kit                                                                

As it has started to get colder, the children are  

allowed to bring in additional clothing to keep 

them warm during outdoor PE lessons. 
 

These can include:  

• Black/dark leggings or tracksuit bottoms 

• Preferably school jumper or cardigan or if not 

a black/dark jumper or hoodie, which is a 

plain design without a large logo 

• Appropriate outdoor trainers 



Christmas 

Card Designs  
The first delivery of completed 

orders arrived this afternoon, so 

they will be sent home with the 

children over the next few days. 

Please do not be alarmed if you 

don’t receive everything you 

ordered at the same time—they 

tend to send the deliveries to us in 

batches. 

 

 



School Photographs 

 

Academy Photographers 

haven’t sent your photos 

to us yet. When they do, 

we will send them home 

with your child.  



Netball News 

 

Players of the Week  
Monday 11th - Layla 3B 

Thursday 13th - Betty 6A 

Monday 17th - Tabitha 4A 

Thursday 20th - Janice 6A 

 

 



New Safeguarding and Pastoral 

Section On Website 

 

Please could we make parents aware of our 

new Safeguarding and Pastoral tab on our 

website. 

 

Please do have a look at this to see how best 

to support your child and what other support 

is available. 





PTA News 
 

 
Disco 
Our first disco of the year will be: 
Friday 28th November - ON SALE NOW! 
(4:30 – 5:30) – Nursery and Reception 
(5:30 – 6:30) – Year 1 and 2 
 
Friday 9th January - ON SALE IN DECEMBER! 
(4:30 – 5:30) – Year 3 and 4 
(5:30 – 6:30) – Year 5 and 6 
 
Tickets for Friday 28th November are on sale at £3 per child on "Classlist." so, please ensure you 
have signed up. Details on how to do this were sent out via email earlier this academic year. Squash 
and popcorn will be provided. 
 
**We require parent volunteers to help supervise the Year 1 & 2 Disco to ensure we meet the appro-
priate adult to child ratio. If we don't get enough volunteers by 24th November, then this disco will 
be cancelled. ** 
 
Christmas Fayre 
This year our Christmas Fayre will be on Friday, 5th December from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
 
If you would like to have your own stall, you can purchase a table for £10 on Classlist. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to aid us in making the fayre run smoothly. If you can dedicate 
some time (whether this is helping set up or running a stall), please get in touch. 
 
Santa's Grotto 
Santa Claus is coming to Cotteridge.  
 
Come and see Santa and his Elves, receive a gift, and take your own photo with Santa and your 
child if you wish. 
 
Tickets cost £5 per child. Under 2s go free so you don’t need to be booked in. However, they will 
not receive a gift. If you want your little one to receive a gift, you will need to book a ticket for them 
too. 
 
Timeslots start from 3:30 p.m. and will last approx 10 minutes. (The children will go in groups of 8.) 
 
Available to book now on Classlist. 



The popular Bottle Tombola stall will be available at the Christmas Fayre. We ask if each child can 
bring in an unopened and in-date bottle of your choice in exchange for a non-uniform day on the 
day of the fayre. 
 
This can be from a bottle of bubbly to a bottle of shampoo. The choice is yours. 
 
We will inform you where we would like these placed, next week. 
 
Christmas Jumper and Cake Sale 
We will be having a Christmas Jumper and cake sale on Friday 12th December at pick-up at the 
Learning Den. 
 
If you can donate pre-loved Christmas jumpers, then please place these in the Learning Den. 
 
If you can donate/bake cakes for the sale, please get in touch via email, WhatsApp or c 
Classlist. 
 
Donations Request 
We are asking for your donations for the following: 
• Christmas Jumpers 
• Cloak hangers 
• Stuffed Animals (plushies) 
Please, place items in the Learning Den. 
 
NO UNIFORM ITEMS AT THIS TIME PLEASE. 
 
Next Meeting - Thursday 26th February at 7:30 via Zoom video link 
 
Contact details 
Email: Cotter-
idgepta@gmail.com 
 





If any parents are interested in anything 

featured on the next three pages, please 

liaise with Mrs Burnett: 





Please contact Mrs Burnett if you 

are interested in anything 

featured on the previous three 

pages! 



If you have any concerns about a child our 

safeguarding team are always here to help. You can 

contact them during school hours on 0121 464 

2865 / enquiry@cotridge.bham.sch.uk. Alternatively, 

you can find them in the playground areas during the 

morning drop off and afternoon pick up times. 

Outside of school hours, if you are concerned about 

a child, please contact Birmingham Children’s Trust 

on 0121 303 1888. In an emergency, always dial 999. 



How Can We 

Help You?  
If you are unsure about any information or require more               

assistance about your child, please contact your child’s class 

teacher in the first instance.  

If you require further support, please contact one of our                      

Assistant Head Teachers: Mrs Darby for Nursery to Year 2,                        

or Mrs Tucker for Years 3 to 6.  

Mrs Pickering Ernst is currently on maternity leave. 

 

If your query is then still not resolved, please contact Mr Willetts.  

 


